Tony Casey

Tony was born in 1932 in Roslea, County Fermanagh.  The family moved to Cavan and Monaghan, when his father was promoted to the rank of sergeant in An Garda Siochana.  Tony attended St. Pat.’s Cavan until he won a scholarship to University College Dublin to study Dentistry.  When he graduated, he first worked in Birmingham and then moved home to take up a posting in Portadown.
It was here that he was to meet his late wife Mary, a bridge partner for life.  Tony’s passion for rugby led to him being a referees’ assessor for many years.  Following a lengthy career in private practice, Tony went on to work for the NHS and then the Prison Service until his retirement in his 70s.  Not a man to be interested in retiring, he helped out a couple of days a week in the Pain Clinic at the City Hospital and soon was involved in Belfast community hospital radio, as well as sitting on a church marriage tribunal.  Tony came to the forefront of bridge in N Ireland in the early 1980s as the driving force and visionary behind the rapid rise of Derryvolgie bridge club.  He was a very talented administrator, but he had the foresight to become a bridge teacher and through those efforts is responsible for a lot of the players who have represented Ulster at Interprovincial level and beyond over the last 25 years.
Bridge was always high on the agenda of the various holidays that Tony and Mary ventured on in later life, even in places as far away as America and Capetown. Tony’s column in the Irish News as The Acolite has been published for nearing 30 years and his articles as the Northern correspondent in the Irish Bridge Journal were widely appreciated by all competitive players.  In his later years he was a frequent player at Balmoral, Cooke and Carryduff bridge Clubs.  Our sympathy is with Tony’s three children and he will be missed by bridge players all over Ireland.  
