MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NORTHERN IRELAND BRIDGE UNION – KELVIN & MALONE ON           9th JUNE 2010
PRESENT: -

Chairperson



T McKeever 




Vice-Chairperson



T O’Gallagher


Hon Secretary



L Scott

Hon Treasurer



N Irwin

Hon Masterpoints Sec


R Burns

Hon Competitions Sec


B Scott




President



A Hill



Past President



I Hamilton



Past President



I Lindsay
Present – A Hassan (Congress Organiser), D Cannell (Hon Magazine Editor & Bangor), S Millership (Brunswick), J Millership (Brunswick),  F Boyd (Boat Club) , J Lavery (SMCOBA), P McGill (SMCOBA), J Murchan (SMCOBA), A Anderson (K&M), M Warnock (K&M), A Fitzpatrick (K&M), M Murray (Brunswick), P Johnston (Derryvolgie), C Burns (Downpatrick), J Spiers (Holywood), S Cairns (St Michael’s), A Sharp (UUC), E McNicholl (Maghera), S McCaughan (Selection Committee)
Apologies
 R Johnston, E Devlin, T Sproule, J Ferguson, H Ferguson
Minutes

The Minutes of the 2009 AGM were adopted on the proposal of S Millership, seconded by D Cannell, and signed by the chairperson, T McKeever.

Matters arising from the minutes.

None.
Reports

The Hon Secretary’s Report - was presented by L Scott who said that this was her fifth year as Hon Secretary and as usual it had been a busy year for her.  She said that recently we were saddened by the death of  D Johnston, who had represented the Union at various levels and indeed along with I Lindsay had won the Moylan.  She also said that our representative teams had not fared too well in either the Camrose or the Lady Milne and, in the Peggy Bayer and Junior Camrose, our teams had finished fourth but the good news was that in the Interprovincials our Intermediate  team had been successful.    L Scott then said that the Autumn and Spring Congresses were successful and she thanked A Hassan, our Honorary Congress Organiser, for all her hard work in making them a success. The Secretary informed the meeting that one club had not re-affiliated this year, Lurgan, and this was due to decline in membership.  She said that the clubs overall seemed to have a decline in membership however a few were thriving.  The Secretary then thanked all those who had assisted her throughout the year and mentioned in particular A Hill, S Millership, N Irwin, R Burns, B Scott and T O’Gallagher.  L Scott said that the final touches were being put to the diary and that it would be available at the Autumn Congress.  Finally she said  T McKeever had been a pleasure to work with and, if re-elected, she looked forward to working with T O’Gallagher.
The report was adopted,  proposed by J Millership and seconded by M Warnock.

  The Hon Competitions Secretary’s Report – was presented by B Scott who explained  that a list of  the winners of all 2009/2010 competitions had been distributed to all present.  He congratulated all those had been successful.  He explained that the Competitions sub-committee had tried to encourage as many players as possible to participate in the various competitions by way of personal contact, distributing posters and fliers, circularising by email and posting on the NIBU website.  He was pleased to report that entries had increased in most events and made particular mention of the fact that, with the re-introduction of the Inter A league after an absence of several years, there had been a full complement of 5 divisions.  This included 8 teams at Inter B level.  He hoped that those new to teams bridge had enjoyed the experience and would be back next season.  B Scott expressed gratitude to regular TD’s, A Hill and S Millership, without whom it would have been impossible to arrange a programme of competitions, and to I Lindsay who, despite being new to the role, had proved a very competent league organiser of  the Premier II, Inter A and Inter B divisions.  He also thanked S Jones, T O’Gallagher, A Anderson and J Lavery for acting as TD’s on an occasional  basis; L Scott for dealing the boards throughout the season; G Mackenzie for including details of competitions and subsequent results on the website; S Jones and T Casey for continued press coverage of events; I Hamilton for “hands discussion” at the Robb Cup; R Johnston, T Young, G Fitzgerald and D Cannell, for their helpful involvement in the competitions held in their areas.  B Scott expressed appreciation for the efforts of his sub-committee, A Anderson, D Cannell, T O’Gallagher and, especially, A Hassan who had prepared all the posters and fliers.  He thanked all those who had taken part in the various competitions during the season and hoped that even more would get involved in the future.      
The Hon Masterpoints Secretary’s Report – R Burns reported that another year of master pointing had reached a successful conclusion.  He took the opportunity to thank all those who sent him master points from the clubs, Ian Hamilton for the Inter-Club points and particularly A Hill and S Millership who were very efficient in getting the results of all competitions to him generally the day after the competition has been played.  R Burns said that there was one promotion to Grand Master this year, M Mackenzie, and he congratulated all those who were promoted and also I Hamilton on winning the Billy Kelso Trophy.  The report was adopted on a proposal by E McNicholl and seconded by D Cannell.

The Hon Treasurer’s Report was presented by N Irwin who thanked A Fitzpatrick for her excellent work auditing the books.  She said that a huge source of our income comes from the Interclub competitions and thanked I Hamilton for organising them all. N Irwin said that the expenses might seem high this year but that the Union had bought a computer.  She said that the Autumn Congress had been very successful and that a small profit had been made, however the Spring Congress had not been as profitable. N Irwin also thanked all the Tournament directors, S Millership, A Hill, A Anderson, J Lavery and S Jones for so promptly forwarding all entry money and results to her and asked that we encourage more players to play in competitions.  N Irwin also thanked A Hill and L Scott who had lodged money for her when she was out of the country.   She then presented copies of the Financial Report, explained details of the accounts and said that she was glad A Fitzpatrick was at the meeting to answer any difficult queries.  The accounts were passed and the report was adopted on a proposal by R Burns and seconded by J Spiers.  
The Report of the Selection Committee was presented by L Scott on behalf of the Selection Committee.  (See copy attached). The report was adopted on the proposal of  I Lindsay and seconded by F Boyd.
Chairperson’s Address 
The outgoing chairperson, TMcKeever related a short anecdote.
He then handed over to the incoming Chairperson, T O’Gallagher.

 T O’Gallagher then thanked the outgoing Chairman and the Union for giving him the privilege of being Chairman and he hoped he could justify this worthy role.    He went on to say that the Union was blessed by having officers who are both diligent and efficient and he looked forward to working with them.  He added that he saw his duties as being (a) turn up; (b) say a few words; (c) don’t offend anyone; however he said he was not  infallible nor the perfect diplomat and asked that, if anyone felt offended by what he said, then they should come up and tell him. The Chairman said that he hoped to visit many clubs this year and invitations were welcome.  He concluded by saying that he wished to follow a long established custom and adopt a motto for his term in office;  he said that his chosen motto was, “Bridge with a smile”.
Election of officers

The following officers were elected:-

Vice-Chairperson:
S Millership - General Purposes Committee recommendation.
President:
A Sharp – proposed by A Hill, seconded by I Hamilton.

Hon Secretary:
L Scott re-elected proposed by J Millership, seconded by M Murray.

Hon Treasurer:
N Irwin re-elected proposed by L Scott, seconded by R Burns.

Hon Competition Secretary:
B Scott re-elected proposed by S Millership, seconded by I Hamilton
Hon Master Points Secretary:
R Burns re-elected proposed by J Millership, seconded by A Fitzpatrick.

Hon Congress Organiser:
A Hassan  re-elected proposed by L Scott, seconded by T McKeever.

Hon International Match Manager:
S Millership re-elected proposed by A Hill, seconded by B Scott.

Hon Auditor: 
A Fitzpatrick re-elected proposed by B Scott, seconded by N Irwin. 

Hon Solicitor:


C Burns re-elected proposed by A Hill, seconded by I Lindsay.
Delegate to Bridge Great    
S Millership re-elected proposed by I Lindsay, seconded by M Murray.

Britain                               


Delegates to IBU
 The following were elected:  T McKeever. T O’Gallagher, L Scott, N Irwin, S Millership, I Lindsay, F Boyd and A Hill, on a proposal by J Millership, seconded by R Burns.

Selection Committee
S McCaughan, G Mackenzie and M O’Kane are due to retire this year. S McCaughan and G Mackenzie  are prepared to stand again for election. 


J Millership proposed by M Murray, seconded by B Scott

R Plunkett proposed by R Burns, seconded by A Fitzpatrick

J Murchan proposed by A Anderson, seconded by J Lavery

G Mackenzie proposed by P Johnston, seconded by A Fitzpatrick

S McCaughan proposed by N Irwin, seconded by I Hamilton


Convenor for first meeting, R Burns, appointed by the chairman.

AOB
S Cairns asked if there could be a system whereby masterpointing throughout Ireland could be unified as problems had arisen at the Fermanagh Congress with regard to cross-border players.  R Burns said that each member was supplied with a registration card indicating their ranking and that this should be carried at all competitions.  He went on to say that as the Fermanagh Congress did not come under the banner of the NIBU it was up to the organisers to decide who could or could not play where.  He advised that if a player didn’t produce this card, if and when queried, then that person had to play up at Senior level.

I Hamilton asked the Secretary about the Commonwealth Games in India.  L Scott said she had had no communication about it.  S Millership said that she had received email communication about it and had forwarded it to the Selection Committee.  I Hamilton then asked if a team was going to Sri Lanka.  He was advised that the organiser, Siva, would be at the Bangor Congress in July and things could be clarified then.

C Burns told the meeting that J Lavery and M Coffey had not been informed by the Selection Committee of their non selection for the 2nd Camrose weekend, in fact they had been informed by another member of the team.  L Scott referred to the minutes of a previous GP Meeting where this had been discussed and it had been agreed to advise the Selection Committee that decorum dictates that those not selected should be informed at the time those selected were informed.  S McCaughan on behalf of the Selection Committee said that this would be taken on board.

C Burns asked about all competitions being held at K&M.  She said that half an hour was insufficient for tea and that a lot of people didn’t want soup and sandwiches.  She preferred to go and have a full meal and have a much longer interval.  B Scott said that most players wanted a short break and as a result finish early in the evening.  Some discussion then took place about the meal at the Interclub teams competition. It was suggested that too much was charged and not even tea or coffee let alone dessert offered.  B Scott said he would consider this issue  


E McNicholl asked about the possibility of having competitions spread around and said that, for example, the Lodge Hotel in Coleraine may be willing to host one.  E McNicholl was asked to look into the costs, bearing in mind the number of participants and the cost of hiring rooms etc.


M Warnock said that Maghera were holding a charity night and encouraged attendance.

Presentation of Prizes - 


Players of the Year - 

Intermediate ‘B’             M McIlroy




Intermediate ‘A’
T O’Gallagher




Senior 


I Lindsay
Trophies for NIBU Major Competitions were then presented by the Chairman

The Chairman then said a special bit thank you to our Honorary Magazine Editor, D Cannell, and asked that all those present endeavour to assist him by supplying copy.

The meeting was then declared closed at 9.05pm by the Chairperson, T O’Gallagher who thanked all those in attendance.

Signed_______________________________ Dated_________________________
